Gospel Reflection for Sunday, September 20, 2020
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard

Opening Prayer:
Lord God, we open our hearts, minds and souls to worship to you. Thank you that today
we dwell in your kingdom and live in your presence. Thank you that as we gather
together we join with all Catholic Christians across the world to glorify your holy name.
Come be with us, inspire us and lead us in our time together. We ask all this in the
beautiful name of Jesus. Amen.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:1-16 (The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard)
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Going out about nine o’clock, the landowner
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into my
vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ So they went off. And he went out again
around noon, and around three o’clock, and did likewise. Going out about five o’clock,
the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do you stand here
idle all day?’ They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too
go into my vineyard.’ When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his
foreman, ‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and
ending with the first.’ When those who had started about five o’clock came, each
received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they thought that they would
receive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they
grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ He said to
one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for
the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last one the
same as you? Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious
because I am generous?’ Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Reflections Questions:
1. What does this parable teach us about the Kingdom of God? What does it teach
us about God? And about man?
2. Did they all deserve equal pay? Was the original workers’ complaint fair or not?
Why or why not?
3. Why does the landowner go to find more workers many times?
4. Do you see yourself in this story? If so, who are you?
5. How does this relate to our passage last week? (The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant)

Catechism of the Catholic Church:  Symbols of the Church

755 "The Church is a cultivated field, the tillage of God. On that land the ancient olive tree

grows whose holy roots were the prophets and in which the reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles
has been brought about and will be brought about again. That land, like a choice vineyard, has
been planted by the heavenly cultivator. Yet the true vine is Christ who gives life and fruitfulness
to the branches, that is, to us, who through the Church remain in Christ, without whom we can
do nothing.”

Group Intercessions: [Invitation for group members to share their prayer intentions]

Closing Prayer:
Lord, your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Thank you that we can live
in your light and walk in your truth. May the things that you have revealed and thoughts
that we have shared dwell in our hearts and stir us to action. We ask all this in the
precious name of Jesus. Amen.

