Gospel Reflection for Sunday, November 22, 2020
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus, King of the Universe

The Judgement of the Nations
Opening Prayer:
Lord God, we open our hearts, minds and souls to worship you. Thank you that today we dwell in
your kingdom and live in your presence. Thank you that as we gather together we join with all
Catholic Christians across the world to glorify your holy name. Come be with us, inspire us and lead
us in our time together. We ask all this in the beautiful name of Jesus. Amen.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 (The Judgement of the Nations)
31 Jesus

said to His disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
he will sit upon his glorious throne, 32 and all the nations will be assembled before him. And he will
separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will place
the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come,
you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world. 3 5 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and
you welcomed me, 3 6 naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited
me.’ 3 7 Then the righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you drink? 3 8 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and
clothe you? 3 9 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ 4 0 And the king will say to them in
reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 41
Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. 4 2 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave
me no drink, 4 3 a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and
in prison, and you did not care for me.’ 4 4 Then they will answer and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?’ 4 5 He will
answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for
me.’ 4 6 And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Reflections Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the key theme of this parable?
Why are the people called “sheep” and “goats?”
What do we learn about the “sheep” and their motivation in verses 37-38?
What do we learn from this passage about important things we should be doing while awaiting
for His return?
5. How are these things different from the worldly perspective of what is important?
6. What does verse 40 teach us about serving God?
7. What can we do to ensure that we are sheep and not goats?

Group Intercessions: Invitation for group members to share their prayer intentions
Closing Prayer:
Lord, your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Thank you that we can live in your light
and walk in your truth. May the things that you have revealed and thoughts that we have shared dwell
in our hearts and stir us to action. We ask all this in the precious name of Jesus. Amen.

